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To the Methodists of the West Virginia Conference:

In this Th anksgiving, Christmas and New Year Sea-
son, I greet you in the glorious name of our risen Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is with gratitude, abundant 
joy and anticipation that I write to the United Meth-
odist people of the West Virginia Conference.
Knowing that this will be my last published epistle 

to you as the resident bishop, two hymns  come to 
my mind. Th ey help me to express some of my in-
nermost feelings that I 
have at this time, as we 
prepare to say farewell. 
Th e fi rst hymn is 

“Blest Be the Tie Th at 
Binds” [Th e U.M. 
Hymnal, #566]. Th e 
fi rst line is “blest be 
the tie that binds our 
hearts in Christian 
love.” Eleanor and I 
are grateful for the 
abiding love that you 
have bestowed upon 
us during our years in 
West Virginia. When 
we fi rst arrived here, 
you warmly welcomed 
and showered us with 
genuine hospital-
ity. Wherever we have 
gone in the annual 
conference, we have 
experienced a warm 
welcome and generous 
hospitality. You have 
blessed us with your 
love. Although Elea-
nor and I will be mov-
ing to New Jersey in 
retirement, our hearts 
always will be joined 
together in love. 
In my leadership role, 

I have experienced “the 
fellowship of kindred minds” that has been mani-
fested in a spirit of cooperation and mutual min-
istry. Together, we have worked to fulfi ll a vision of 
healthy churches across the conference. We have fo-
cused on evangelism as we seek to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Our 
growth in stewardship has increased our fi nancial 
support of ministry and mission. 
Prayer has been a cornerstone of our discipleship, 

because we do not hesitate to take our burdens to 
God in prayer. So, “before our Father’s throne we 
pour our ardent prayers; our fears, our hopes, our 

aims are one, our comforts and our cares.” I am 
grateful to God for the many prayers you have of-
fered on my behalf for my ministry among you and 
my personal health. Also, you have gift ed me with 
some beautiful handmade prayer shawls that refl ect 
the prayer ministries of our churches across the con-
ference. Th ank you!
We have enjoyed our home among the West Vir-

ginia hills in the midst of the people called United 
Methodist. Th ere is nothing like the natural beauty 
of West Virginia, particularly the fall and spring sea-
sons. Th e cuisine is most enjoyable especially things 
like homemade rolls, apple butter, biscuits, and fried 
chicken, though I never acquired a taste for ramps.
It has been a privilege and a joy to serve as the resi-

dent bishop of the West Virginia Area since 2004. It 
has been a rich experience to serve with the extended 
cabinet, the lay leadership team, and the conference 
staff . Working with our congregations and pastors, I 
believe that we have made a diff erence together. To 
be sure, we have grown together in Jesus Christ.
Th e West Virginia Conference always will be in our 

prayers and thoughts. Th at brings me to the second 
hymn, “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.” 

 God be with you till we meet again;
 By his counsels guide, uphold you,
 With his sheep securely fold you;
 God be with you till we meet again.
 God be with you till we meet again;
 Keep love’s banner fl oating o’er you,
 Smite death’s threatening wave before you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.
   [Th e U.M. Hymnal, #672]

Th is is our prayer. May it be so!

Faithfully,

Ernest S. Lyght

A farewell letter
Bishop 

Ernest S. 
Lyght

SERVICE 
IN HONOR

The West Virginia 
Conference will 
honor Bishop Ernest 
Lyght at a special 
worship service 
and reception next 
month.

Morris Memorial 
United Methodist 
Church will host the 
event Saturday, 
January 7, 2012 at 
11AM. The church 
is located at 4615 
MacCorkle Avenue 
SE, Charleston, WV 
25304.

You can also send 
Bishop Lyght and 
Eleanor good 
wishes and cards 
in care of the epis-
copal office, 900 
Washington Street, 
East, Charleston, 
WV 25301.


